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To whom ſuch Gentlemen and Ladies as may wiſhto have 
the work, will be fo condeſcending as to intimate the 
ſame by letter; as he deems it moſt reſpectful not to 


trouble any of his friends by applications perſonally | 
made them. . 


% The ſubſcription price for the work, in three 
his ſewed, is 78. 6d. and the work ſhall 80 1 
preſs as ſoon as 250 names are procured. 


The Author to his Friends, &c. 


A attempt, like this, now offered to the public for 
the pleaſure and inſtruction of the riſing Generz- 
tion, cannot but be well received by parents that are an- 
xious to facilitate the improvement of their 1.177: 
ONES in virtue. To his friends, the author once more 
makes this application, and requeſts a favourable men- 
tion of his work to their acquaintance ; and if any gen- 
tleman or lady ſhould be willing to ſubſcribe, he begs the 
honour of a line. Thework will be completed in three 
volumes, The ſubſcription is 7s. 6d. to be paid him 
on delivery of the publication; and the. courle of {ub- 
jects, being one for every Sunday in the year, vill be as 
follows : ; 
J. On a Proper Education. 
On the New Year. 
Th. On Sloth. 
IV. CntheDearneſs of Children to their Creator, 
V. On Dreſs. 
VI. On Brotherlx and Siſterly Affection. 
VII. On Diligence a Study. 
VIII. On Modeſty. 
IX. On Truth in Speaking. 
X. On the Uſe of Holidays. 
XI. On Good Friday. 
XII. On the Reſurrection. 
XIII. On Pride. i 
XIV. On the Grace of God. 
XV. On Charity. 
XVI. On Whitſunday. 
XVII. On Friendſhip. 
X VIII. On Anger. 
XIX. On our Duty to God. 
XX. On the Bleſſing of Good Children. 
XXI. On the Juſtice and Mercy of God. 


XXII. On the Third Commandment, 85 
| XXIII. 
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XXIII. On the Fourth Commandment. 
XXIV. On the Fifth Commandment. 
XXV. On the Eighth Commandmen?. 
XXVI. On the Tenth Commandment. . 
XXVII. On our Duty to our Nerghoour, 
XXVIII. On the Lord's Prayer, 
XXIX.-On Card Playing. 
XXX. On Cruelty to Dumb Animals. 
XXXI. On Diſſipation. | 
XXXII. On Improper Connections. 
XXXLIT. On the Neceſſity of Frequent Prayer, 
XXXIV. On Books. 
XXXV. On Gratitude. - 
XXXVI. On the Birth of near Relations. 
XXXVII. On the Death of near Relations. 
XXXVIII. On the Blefling of Health. 
XXXIX. On the Viſitation of Sick ueſs. 
XL. On our Behaviour to Supęriors. 


LI. ——— — Eqaals, 
Lil. — — —. Interiors. 
XLII. ——.— Syrvant 


XLIV. On and bad Company, 

XLV. On Scandal. | 
XLVI. On Proper Converſation. 
XLVII. On Parental Love. 

XLVIII. On the Benefits of Learning. 
XLIX. On the Deſcent of Love in Families. 
I. On our Choice of a Profeſſion. 
II. On Chriſtmas-Day. 

LII. The Author's Farewel. 
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SERMONS For CHILDREN. 


SERMON JI. 


ON A PROPER EDUCATION, 


PROVERBS XXil. v. 6. 


' Train up a child in the way he ſhould go; and when he i1 


old, he will not depart from it. 
hates might well ſay ſo, my little friends, ſince 


every thing is imitation, that is, practice; not alone in 
human learning, or the learning which will qualify you 
to appear with credit in this world; but likewiſe in that 
ſcience which is called the ſcience of ſalvation in ano- 


tber world, and which will fit you for a future ſtate in 


heaven. Yes; every thing is imitation ; and the 
child of tendereſt years, and conſequently tendereſt ap- 
prehenſion, has ſufficient underſtanding to conceive tie 
meaning of the text, and ſee the verity or truth thereof. 
In all the arts you learn, it will he imitation only ; or, 
to call it by the other name we juſt now mentioned, 
practice, which can make you perfect. In the buſincis 
of the needle, of the pen or pencil, you mult know, 
without our intimation, that your little hands, by fre- 
quently employing thoſe three inſtruments, and by no 
other method, will, at laſt, obtain you a dexterity and 
fill in uſing them. In muſic, what but the re-iterated 
or repeated exerciſe or motion of your little fingers 0n 
the keys or chords can qualify you ? In the faſhionable 
recreation of the dance, what but the frequent movement 
of your little feet will give you grace and dignity 4 * 
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On a proper Education. 5 
theſe, tis nothing but a cloſe attention to your teachers, 


with the frequent imitation of whatever they may do, 


by way of pattern or example, that can tend to your im- 
provement, and complete the man or woman, ſuch as 
we preſume you will be found, on coming forth into the 
world: and in the languages, what progreſs would you 
make, or, to employ a more expreſſive word, what 
readineſs would you acquire, but for the conſtant prac- 
tice of your little tongues, while ſpeaking to each other 
in thoſe languages, which is a work not leſs, but even 
more eſſential than the ſtudy of their ſeveral grammar- 
rules ? 

So likewiſe in the ſcience of ſalvation, in that ſcience 
every parent, governeſs, or tutor, ſhould unalterably make 
it an affair of pride and pleaſure to inſtrutt in—imnation 
only can complete the real chriſtian, and preſerve you in 
that ſweet ſimplicity which is the ornament and privi- 

lege of childhood : —imitation only, little friends, can 
make the love of God and man habitual to you. And 
if fo, how eaſy will it be for you, and others in your ſi- 
tuation, while you paſs ſome portion of the ſpring-tide of 
your being in the acquiſition of ſuch arts as conſtitute 
the man of learning, or well educated woman—eaſy we 
repeat, to gain thoſe more exalted arts that make a 
virtuous character, a duteous child, a kind relation, a good 
parent, a compaſſionating friend in this world, and, 
of courſe, an heir to everlaſting happineſs in heaven ? 
Weſay again, how eaſy will it be for you, and others in 
your ſituation, to adopt that imitation which alone can 
train the child to arts and virtue? Tis impoſſible that 
any one ſhould make proviſion for his preſent happineſs, 


or that which he would wiſh to find in future, by a way 


ſo eaſy or infallible, 

For ever bear in mind then the advice of Solomon, who 
counſels thoſe entruſted with the care of youth, to train 
them up in ſuch a way as they ſhould go, becauſe the 
conſequence will be, that when grown old, they will not 

avelt, Let this admonition be at all times preſent to 
your little minds; and that, on your part, no obſtrue- 
uon may impede its operations to your benefit, ſubmit, 
with chearfulneſs, to every taſk your tcachers lay upon 
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you. They deſerve it; for the buſineſs of inſtruction is 
an arduous one, even when we have to work upon the 
happieſt diſpoſitions to be wiſhed for. But particularly 
are you bound, in all humility, to love and fear the prin- 
cipal placed here above you: for while thoſe ſubordinate 
in office, pay attention only to the ornamental province 
of your # ax dry he or ſhe, as being always with you, 
has a greater and much more important taſk to execute. 
That principal's incumbent duty is no leſs than to inſtruct 
you in the rules of Chriſtian wiſdom, in the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity you all are under of returning, as it were, to the 
Almighty in your gratitude, what every day you are re- 
ceiving from his fatherly and — goodnels, 
The reſult of ſuch diſcreet inſtruction will be this; that 
your enjoyments, in a ſtate of man or womanhood, will 
not conſiſt in that ſuperior fortune you may poſſibly be 
born to ; for in that caſe, few, compared with the ama- 
zing multitude of men, would be reſerved to any ſpecies 
of enjoyments ; but m contemplations of the good you 
do your fellow-creatures, be it great or little; ſo that 
all, in this particular, are on a level with you; fince you 
know the widow's mite was more acceptable to God than 
any of the rich men's offerings : and ftill more, that in 


the midſt of all thoſe unavailing and ſuperfluous things 


ſurrounding thoſe in affluence, it wilt be your intereſt to 
look upon | freer as the only matter, the one thing, as 
Jeſus Chriſt ſays, needful. 

This one needful thing, if you endeavour to become 
poſſeſſed of in the ſeaſon of your childhood, how fu- 
premely happy will you be amid a world of vice, and 
conſequently forrow ! If, in ſome fort, like the little Sa- 
muel, when God ſpeaks through your inſtructors, you 
reply, „Speak, Lord, for |, thy ſervant, hear thee * 
if betimes you mortify or kill, in their firſt principles, 
thoſe ſinful habits we are born to: if your little 
tongues, that can, at preſent, ſcarce do more than 
liſp the language of your wants to God, ſhould, in 
a future ſeaſon, be habituated to the work of ſupplica- 
tion, while you make it, as it were, the buſineſs of your 
lives to pray, when you are qualified to pray with ander- 


ſtanding, and your boſoms overflow with all that — 
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tule to the Almighty for his goodneſs, which ſhould be 
the happy conſequence enſuing from a chriſtian educa- 
tion: if, 


in ſhort, when having once attained that hap- 


py conſequence, you let not in the ſequel your good 
rinciples become corrupted by the poiſon of the world, 
ow truly enviable will not your condition be acknow- 
ledged ! Thoſe who, as the text. expreſſes it, have thus 
been early trained to goodneſs, when grown old, will 
not be liable to quit it. Nor is this the whole; for with 
what liberty and pleaſure will they not purſue their way 
to heaven! The rules of temperance and moderation 
will not, in the leaſt, reſtrain them. They will ſerve 
the Almighty from a docile inclination, not with agita- 
ted boſoms; and whenever any paſſion riſes in them, 
which their reaſon diſapproves of, it will be repreſſed im- 
mediately. 

But on the other hand, dear little friends, this will 
not be the lot of thoſe who have not known the bleſſing of 
a virtuous education in their infancy, or have neglected 
it: forif, when come to their maturity, they ſhould be 
happily diſpoſed towards righteouſneſs, what thorns wall 
they not find obſtruct the path-way into which they en- 
ter! What a multitude of enemies to their ſalvation will 
they not be forced to combat! They will have a for- 
midable band of paſſions to engage with, prejudices to 
encounter, vices to cradicate, and habits of oſtence ta 
conquer. Men thus circumſtanced, are, in particular, 
required to mortify their natures ; and, as Scripture fays, 
to cut off a right arm, or pluck an eye out, granting ei - 
ther, as will ſurely be the caſe in their unhappy ſtate, 
ſnould happen to offend them. 
But we turn from this diſtreſſing picture; and by this 
time having ſaid enough upon the ſubject of falvation— 
arguments on which you are not every one enabled fully 
to conceive the ſcope of, ſhall proceed to ſpeak of matters 
much more ſuited to your underſtanding ; namely, your 
mcumbent duty to accompliſh che immediate purpoſe of 
Four parents in beſtowing, as they do, an education on 
vou. Upon which, we have to ſay, that as it muſt be 
owned your duty to remember your Creator in the' time 
al youth, for the attainment of eternal happineſs, 10 too 
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there is another ſpecies of remembrance neceſſary ſo 
your comfortable ſituation in the world, when you are 
men or women: what we mean is, the attainment of 
thoſe ſeveral arts in human learning you att made to 
ſtudy. Let not any one among you ſay : But Iam 
rich, and when grown up, have a fortune to pro- 
cure from others every ſervice I have need of: h then 
ſhould I puzzle and perplex my brain with kn wledge ? 
It may be of uſe to thoſe that have their maintenance to 
get. -t may indeed; to ſuch then let us, in the firſt 
prom recommend a perſeverance in their ſtudies : it will 

a fortune to them: but as no one is ſo rich, but he 
may come to poverty, let all of you conceive it indiſ- 
penſably your duty to obtain that knowledge, which, 
unleſs you have, you cannot poſſibly be ſaid to have re- 
ceived a proper education: or, dear little friends, if, 
as may likely be the caſe, in your averſion to the work 
of ſtudy, cauſed by an idea that the fortune of your pa- 
rents will exempt you from the need of taking up a buii- 
neſs or profeſſion;—if, we ſay, your pride may urge 
you forward where your ſenſe of duty and propriety is 
found a languid monitor, let us conjure you to perform, 
for honour's ſake, what others, of a lower rank perhaps, 
will do from motives of neceflity ; and then you will 
not loſe the ineſtimable opportunity of making eve- 
ry poſſible improvement in your learning. What the 
neceſſary branches of that learning are to every indivi- 
dual of you, we will not preſume to aſcertain, The wile 
man does not aſcertain it in the text himſelf : the way a 
child ſhould go, he ſays; and different ways are ſuita- 
ble to different minds. We leave the part of ſuch de- 
cifion to your maſter, governeſs, and parents. All our 
with is, to be thought poſleſſed of great good-will to 
children, not conſummate knowledge to direct their cdu- 
cation: and much rather would we pleaſe their lite 
hearts with ſuch expreſſions as the tendereſt love makes use 
of, than addreſs their underſtanding with the gravity of 
wiſdom, were it even greater than king Solomon. 
This, notwithſtanding, let us recommend as fit to be fe- 
ſlected on by thoſe that overlook your ſtudies, or ſo libe- 
rally pay to have them overlooked by others: namehh, 


whether 
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whether this or that particular accompliſhment ſhould oc- 
cupy the time allotted it upon the preſent plan. We 
have no dye to any one; but wiſh that thoſe entruſted 
with; or intereſted in the work of education, would exa- 
mine all. And more than this we do not mean to ſay. 
But i in our regard and value for you, being, as you are, 
among the number of the riſing generation, whom from 
intercourſe with many hundreds, as a Teacher, we have 
learned to love exceedingly, as well as in our zeal to fur- 
ther your advantage, we had ventured on the taſk of aſcer- 
tainin# what peculiar parts of knowledge ſuited you re- 
{peQtively ; we mean as being deſtined to appear in va- 
rious Walks of life when men or women; ſhould we have 
ſuppoſed ourſelves in any need of aſking pardon for 
ſach conduct, as if parents, and the candid part of 
thoſe who have the inſtration of the riſing world 
devolved upon them, ſhould take umbrage at our love 
of thoſe they are themſelves in love with; and par- 
ticularly, when we ſhew it in a way fo oy con- 
ſiſtent with our calling and profeſſion? Can a man of 
common feelings be inſenſible of the affection chil- 
dren are, or ſhould be viewed with ? For, in God's name, 
what is in reality more lovely than thoſe tender buds of 
human nature? Children are like riſing ſuns, that che- 
ri or delight the eye without- offending, in their infan- 
2 or dazzling it. The parent thinks he ſees in 
t 


happineſs in having ſuch a heritage, and eaſily perſuades 
himſelF he can diſcern, in all their little actions, the foun- 
Gatibn'of his hopes reſpe ging their docility : this feeling 
of the parent is not only his, but common to the reſt of 
men, in whom the loadings of humanity and nature 
mult be heard for little ones, than whom there cannot 
more amiable objects. In maturer life indeed, they 
2 inſpire beholders with reſpect, but in the time of 


cence and ſweetneſs, and their tender ninds or under- 
ngs open to the voice of truth, they make impreſ- 
hons of affection on the hearts of ſuch as have continual 


*portunities of being 'near them; and more ſo, * 


„ 


ir complacent countenance an earneſt of his future 


» When their features are ſuffuſed with inno- 


— 


E A A + 


E 
= — — —_ 4 —_ — L 
iden, A wwe; po 1 — — — 


10 8.E\ RM OM 1. 


the hearts of thoſe that have their education truſted to 
them: their affection being heightened by the hope they 
cheriſh of becoming one 2 or another inſtrumental to 
the happineſs their pupils will themſelves enjoy, if Pro- 
vidence aſſiſts their laudable endeavours, and which happi- 
neſs they will communicate $p thoſe they have to do with. 
Little ones, what can we argue from but what we feel 
within us? Theſe emotions of affection for the riſing 
generation, does your preacher every day experience 
in his boſom ; and the experience of it makes all plea- 
fant round about him. Thanks to ſo endearing a ſo- 
ciety, he has avoided all the little croſſes and anxieties 
that generally are attendant on the happieſt life ; and 
thanks to Providence, he has not been reſerved to ſuf. 
fer any of this life's calamities. He thought it not im 
proper to inform his little friends thus far, that they 
might know the character and temper of the perſoa wls 
has undertaken to inſtruct them in the Sermons that com- 
poſe this manual, with his right to offer them inſtruc- 
tion. His affection is his right to ſuch a conduct. Take 
then the inſtruction he attempts to give you in good part. 
He uſes nothing but the voice of calm perſuaſion, and 
will never glance at puniſhment if you deny him your 
attention. He is come your kieud, to lead you by the 
hand, and not your maſter, to intimidate or awe you. - 
We repeat then once again what this diicourſe began 
with.; namely, that from imitation, not alone in human 
knowledge, but in heavenly wiſdom alſo, we arrive at 
excellence. 'The precept, therefore, of the text 1s very 
appoſite, and will, if you permit its operation in the 
proper way, redound to your advantage, ſince a lite of 
virtue „4A — habitual to you. May the truths you 
have at preſent heard be fo engrafted in you, as to bring 
forth fruit in future! May you every one afford your- 
ſelf a ſhining inſtance of improvement in the ſeveral arts 
and ſciences you are at preſent put to learn, and of ſub- 
miſſion to the teachers that direct you! But as theſe tuo 
purpoſes you cannot, of yourſelves, that is without God's 
grace, accompliſh, let is pray in your behalf to Hi, 


who is the giver of good. things to every human * 
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and do you, on your part, join ſincerely in the ſuppli- 


cation. 

Gracious God, beſtow upon this little flock of thine 
the bleſſing of thy grace and favour; let them grow up 
ſafe beneath the wing of thy protection. Let them, 
even in theſe their earlieſt years, enjoy the happy liberty 
peculiar to thy children. Let no harm befal their ſtate 
of innocence; for do not angels intercede with thee in 
their behalf, and is not heaven their rightful heritage? 
Beſtow the ble ſſing of a proper ering on them to 
improve in knowledge, and vouchſafe thy favour to the 
hand that trains them up in virtue; that the way they 
ought to walk in may be opened to them ; and at laſt, 
when they come forth into the world, continue them thy 

ace, that they may never quit it. Hear us, we be- 
Lech thee, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. Amen. 


nner MN. 


BLESS'D be the God of grace and love, 
That will'd us to be born | 

Of parents, whoſe thrice happy ſtate 
Kind Fortune's gifts adorn. 


Wiule other children, all day long, 
Roam naked in the ſtreet, * 

We have a ſhelter, and are cloth'd 

From head to foot complete, 


While other children ſore lament, 
Pinch'd with a want of food, 

Wie have our comfortable meals 

Thrice every day renew'd. 


While other chi!dren have no friend 
Their infant minds to train ; 

Left, as they are, to lye, cheat, thieve, 
And take thy name in vaia ; 


Safe 
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Safe here from ſuch infection, we 
May virtue's path-way take; 

And eve day, in learning too, 
3 progreſs make. 


So many precious gifts on us 

Excluſively beſtow'd, 

Claim our eternal thanks to thee 
From whom thoſe gifts firſt low'd. 


Then let that body, which with clothes 
Thou cover*ſt from the air, 

And daily feed'ſt with large ſupplies 
Of ſuch delicious fare, 


This, and that mind which thro? thy love 
May hourly knowledge gain, 
Let both, uniting in thy praiſe, 
Pour out their grateful ſtrain. 


Lord, bleſs our parents; may they long 
Live happy in the land : - 

Bleſs too our teachers, and ſucceed 
The work they have in hand. 

Lord, bleſs us all; and may thy grace 
Safe lead our ſteps life through: 

And when we die,—in other worlds 
May we be happy too. 
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